GOING NATIVE:
Why local is best for your gardening needs

[—

Many of us whe maved here from elsewhere miss the delicate cold-weather biooms

that pop up around spring up north. But Anita Camacho wants to steer our attention

mmehmbmnumlmemmmmh blooms and benefits to the

‘environment. Camacho, of the of Tampa Bay and Tampa
mmmundummmuyopen-dmuuhmdwngmmwmm

is enthusiastic about spreading her love of all things native to other gardeners.

You have been gardening all of your life.
What inspired you te launch your native
plant nursery?

| resly feitlike thare was 2 big nesc in Hillssoraugh
County ta have native plants—put more Flarida back
inta Florida. Underlying that was my mather baing
diagnosed with Parkanson’s 26 years aga. After re
2a3rching and studying aDaut What Cauzes tat and
searning that 'z largely Anked 10 pesticides, | went

[they offer] the benefits of pollinatars and widlife.

What are the benefits of planting native
plants?
They con't require any pesticides. Really, it's sasy
gardening. Tha plants evolved hers: tnay T8 endemic
10 the state af Florida, 5o they know our sandy soils
anc grow well here once they're extabiished. | aniy

compast | don't da anything sise to the plants.

‘How can families create their own native
rdens?

That's the Baauty of i Its o easy. Planting the
sight plant in the right place is still very much a thing.
Just Bke it s with any gardening. but we have labels
on ail af our plants that indicate whether they are
@art sun or part shade r full sun. Some peaple bring
in pictures of where they want 1o plant, and we help
them map it out.

15 sasy gardening. Anybody can da it and the
mare of these plants we can get in our yards, the
mare we are creating these corridors. Homeawn
&1z awn the mos1 praperty in the United States. By
putting thasa cormidars in our hamas, it makes a tig
aftasance for wildlife.

Do you have te have a big yard or space
ta plant @ native pollinator garden?

You don't hawe to have  big space at all Even
though the plants wauld rather be in the ground. you
zan da some of them in pots. You can even da this
an a bakany on a high-rise conda if the home cwners
association allows it. Butterfiies fy prety high. Some
of the species. especially manarchs, we know go up
2 high as 10,000 feet in the jet stream when they're
migeating. If you've got milkcweed up on a balcony
and it's not screened in. they will find it
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What are your favorite native plants to
attract pollinators?

Milkoweed for moRarchs is 2 tig Gne—native
millowessd specificaily because it's heaithies for
the monarchs. | atsa have 3 kot of aaks. ¥ you
can piant nathing eise and have the rmom for
it, the number ane plant by far i an cak free
it supports 400.600 species of wildiife. not 1o
mention we benefit from the shade and taxins
it takes aut of aur enviranment. They're known
to sequester mare carbon than any other plant
The ieaf itter is hame to wild native bees. which
are very important. | know the honey bee ks the
‘paster inzsct. but it isnt as gaod of a pallinatar as
the wikd native bees and we have 350 or 50 species
in Fiariia and they live in the leaf litter or maybe in
logs [and] sticks. Some peaple will buy littie nasts
with the tubes 5o they can nast thera. They
Gon't iive in hives, they ive by themssives.

Mast of them dan't have singers. Thay're nat
protacting a queen 5o they're Aot dangerous

or a threat to us_ Helping our native bees is

really impartant because they're really good
pollinators.

Why is it s important for you ta share

your passion and sducats our
community?

I’z important for s to reslize what natre does for
1. I¥'s ROt something that shauld onfy Be living in
national paries_ it shauid be in our own yard and
liwing amongst us.

You're opening a new butterfly
conservatory at your South Tampa
nursery. Tell us more! You'll be of-
fering summer camps and classes,
but was it so important to you to
build this in eur community?

The idea is people can come see the butter.
flies in a habitat where they are free foating. fying
around and you can just walk thraugh and be totally
immersed in a tranqul envircrmant. And we'll have
mastly native plants there. Getting them [guests]
attachad b pollinators, learm about them, and then
buying the plants and putting them into trair

ardens . it makes 3 big difference. Every

cormicor wil make 3 Sferance.




