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April 2022

"The coming of April heralds the time to plant seeds of magic and fill the heart and home with the
joy of light and life." ~ Lotuswulf Satyrhorn
 

April is national native plant month and national gardening month. Did you know Little Red Wagon Native
Nursery is Hillsborough County's only native nursery?  We are here to fulfill your gardening needs with a wide
selection of native plants that will thrive in our Florida environment.

Butterfly of the Month
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Gulf Fritillaries are a silver-spangled butterfly unlike the other fritillaries that are more brown when wings are
closed (photos 1 and 2). A medium-sized fast flyer with a wingspan that can approach 3 ¾”, this beauty has
bottom wings that are a rich, sandy brown with large silvery-white spots that appear as flashes of silver when the
butterfly is in flight. Its top wings are either bright orange with black markings (male) or a brownish orange with
black markings (female). These black markings help distinguish this butterfly from the Julia Heliconian, which has
similar coloring and wing shape (see photo #3). Notice the Variegated fritillary butterfly (see photo #4) lacks the
white spots outlined in black that the Gulf Fritillary has. The Variegated fritillaries are less common and highly
local in occurrence although has a range throughout Florida. The northern most population of Julia’s has been
documented in Southern Hillsborough County.

Females lay single eggs on new growth or tendrils of host plants in the Passionflower family. These include
Corkystem passionvine (Passiflora suberosa), Maypop passionflower (Passiflora incarnata), Dwarf passionvine
(Passiflora lutea), and White flower passionflower (Passiflora multiflora). The caterpillar is a rusty orange with
black spines. (see photo #5). It differs in coloring from Julia Heliconian (see photo #8), Variegated Fritillary (see
photo #6), and Zebra Heliconian (see photo #7) caterpillars, all of which also feed on passionflowers.
 
Adult Gulf Fritillaries nectar on a range of flowers including lantanas, Bidens alba, Porterweed, and Asters. They
fly year-round in our area with at least three generations. These butterflies are very easy to attract to your garden
or even an unscreened patio. Bring more movement to your garden with one or more of their host vines.

Host Plants Of The Month
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Corkystem (Passiflora suberosa)

$12.00 / 1 Gallon

SHOP NOW

Maypop (Passiflora incarnata)

$12.50 / 1 Gallon

SHOP NOW

We’re sometimes asked to recommend plants that give the greatest bang possible for a small landscape. Two of
our favorites are Corkystem and Maypop. These plants provide food for caterpillars of four of our local butterfly
species (Gulf Fritillary, Julia Heliconian, Variegated Fritillary, and Zebra Heliconian), seeds for birds, fruits for
jams, and have pretty flowers. What more could you want?
 
Corkystem (Passiflora suberosa) is a short-lived perennial vine that can grow up to 6’ long and about 3’ wide.
Known for the corky, winged bark on older stems and the way the plant attempts to thwart herbivory with leaves
of different shapes and sizes on the same plant, Corkystem has tiny yellow-green flowers that are followed by
edible purple berries. The plant can be grown in both full sun and shade (notably, Zebra Heliconians favor plants
grown in shady conditions while others seem to favor sunny locations) and is equally happy growing as a ground
cover, potted plant, or on a trellis.
 
Maypop (Passiflora incarnata) is a rapidly growing, short-lived woody vine that can grow up to 25’ long and about
5’ wide. Equally happy in a pot or planted in the ground, this vine will climb anything it can grasp, from trellis to
tomato cage to other plants. The showy purple flower gives way to a fruit that matures to a yellowish color. If you
can grab some of the fruit before the birds do, you can make some wonderful jellies and drinks. The leaves can
be used for teas. Indigenous peoples poultice. Maypop roots to treat inflammation and cuts.
 
Maypop does well in full sun and can tolerate partial shade. It’s a host plant for Gulf Fritillary, Julia Heliconian,
Zebra Heliconian, and Variegated Fritillary caterpillars. It’s a nectar source for pollinators and birds and small
mammals appreciate its fruit. Why not #NurtureNative and include it in your garden? Be careful, though. The
plant has an extreme flammability rating so don’t plant it within the defensible space of your home.

Garden Swag
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SwagOn

 
Hop on into the gift shop and fill up your basket with fun garden themed gifts for your favorite little gardeners.
Fun basket fillers include pollinator finger puppets, blooming butterflies, or shovels, gloves and buckets made
especially for little hands. Tons of fun for hours of creative play.

SHOP NOW
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Mother's Day Monarch Ornaments - Order Deadline: April 23

Live Monarch ornaments for Mother’s day. Pre-order a live monarch butterfly ornament jeweled gift for the

wonderful Mom’s in your life.  Each crystal ornament has a live monarch chrysalis attached (anticipated

emergence/hatching date will also be provided). All of these monarchs are raised with the utmost care by a

premier Butterfly Breeder to ensure they are healthy. (Ornament stand included).  Each monarch comes in a gold

gift box with instructions included. Hang the monarch ornament and wait. The chrysalis color will change from

green to clear showing the monarch’s colors of orange and black the night before it will emerge or early the

morning of emergence. Let the monarch dry for 4-6 hours and release outside during the warmest part of the day

in a sunny location. We are accepting pre-orders until April 23.  Pick up of the ornaments will be Thursday May

5th through Saturday May 7th.  Ornament bead color will vary. $25 each.  

SHOP NOW

Design with Vines
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Blue Morning Glory (Ipomoea indica)

This gorgeous twining evergreen vine has 3-4” trumpet-shaped flowers that open in the morning as sapphire blue

and gradually fade to a pinkish purple before closing by the day’s end. Fortunately, the plant produces flowers

daily throughout much of our growing season. With velvety, heart-shaped leaves, this fast-grower will easily climb

15 feet tall in just one year and roots anywhere its runners touch the ground. It’s consequently best to train this

vine on a trellis, pergola, or other upright structure to help contain its spread. Alternatively, plant it in a hanging

basket or use it as a spiller in a container and trim it occasionally to prevent it from overtaking your garden. If you

do this, make sure your planters have drainage holes: the plant requires well-drained soils and can develop leaf

spot or stem rot if overwatered. Plant this magnet for butterflies and hummingbirds in areas with full sun where

you can take delight in both the blooms and the pollinators it attracts. Please note: the plant is toxic to both

humans and pets so please make sure neither children nor pets ingest it.

$10.00 / 1 Gallon

SHOP NOW

Nectar Plant of the Month
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Sunshine Mimosa (Mimosa strigillosa)

There’s something fun – even whimsical – about this fast-growing groundcover with pink powderpuff-like flowers
atop 6” tall thin stalks. A great alternative to turf, this perennial can withstand light foot traffic and occasional
mowing. Although it thrives in full sun, Sunshine mimosa can tolerate light shade and, once established, a range
of moisture conditions. With an ability to fix nitrogen in the soil, this pea family member restores that important
mineral nutrient to the soil without the use of chemicals. Sunshine mimosa is the food source for one of the
sulphur butterflies, the Little Yellow. Its caterpillars enjoy some of the plant but rarely noticeable and it is a great
nectar source for honey bees and bottle bees. It’s also a fun way to introduce children to some of our native
plants: its featherlike leaves fold up when touched, which is why it is also known as the “Sensitive plant”. While
an evergreen, it thins out a little during our Florida “winter” months. This plant will bloom when it is warm, if our
winters are warm enough this plant can bloom all year!  It works well in areas requiring erosion control as well as
hell strip spaces bordered by sidewalks and pavement. In addition to being a wonderful addition to the
landscape, it also does well in a hanging basket and looks nice with its vines draping down.

$10.00 / 1 Gallon

SHOP NOW

KIDS' CORNER
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Summer Camp Registration is Open!

School ends next month!  Register early as we have limited space in our Summer Nature Camp
programs.  Sessions begin May 31 and will run until August 9.  

REGISTER NOW
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VOLUNTEER

“Diggin’ in to Restore Butterfly Habitat in Tampa Bay”

Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation regularly has
a number of single-day and ongoing

volunteering opportunities.

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
(All events are subject to change due to weather.)

 
CFC Butterfly Garden Maintenance: Apr. 14 @ 9:00 - 11:00 am 
The Florida Aquarium, Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation and FWC's Suncoast Youth Conservation Center are
looking for volunteers to assist with habitat maintenance at Center for Conservation site of the Florida
Conservation and Technology Center in Apollo Beach (529 Estuary Shore Lane) as well as their Adopt a Road
site along Dickman Road. 
To volunteer, click or copy and paste into a browser: https://volunteersignup.org/CC7Y9
 
Encore! Technology Park:  April 18 @ 5:30 - 7:30 pm  
Volunteers are needed to help maintain the Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation-sponsored butterfly garden at
Encore! Park located at 1210 E. Harrison St. (Corner of Harrison Street and Hank Ballard St.)   
To volunteer, click or copy and paste into a browser: https://volunteersignup.org/HBRBF
 
TBBF Hell Strip Habitat Maintenance: April 27 @ 5:30 - 7:30 pm   
Volunteers are needed to perform Hell Strip Habitat maintenance (4110 W. Estrella St.). 
To volunteer, click or copy and paste into a browser: https://volunteersignup.org/CP8HW 
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Join Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation and NABA Tampa Bay on a butterfly walk at Picnic Island. This is a new
location that may be part of the North American Butterfly Association count circles for Tampa Bay. Come join us
to help monitoring populations of butterflies in this beautiful park. This will be free for NABA members. Non-
NABA members fee: $5. Please bring payment morning of event. This event is subject to change due to weather.

$5.00 / Non-NABA Members

REGISTER
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Join Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation and NABA Tampa Bay on a butterfly walk at Violet Cury Preserve in Lutz.
Come join us to help monitoring populations of butterflies in this beautiful park. This will be free for NABA
members. Non-NABA members fee: $5. Please bring payment morning of event. This event is subject to change
due to weather.

$5.00 / Non-NABA Members

REGISTER

Little Red Wagon Native Nursery:  
We currently need garden enthusiasts to help us

support the efforts of Tampa Bay Butterfly

Foundation’s conservation, restoration, research, and

education efforts. To join our awesome volunteer
team, click or copy and paste into a browser:
https://volunteersignup.org/9BQTJ

ABOUT THE TAMPA BAY BUTTERFLY FOUNDATION:
With a focus on Florida butterfly species and native plants, environmental education and local awareness in the
Tampa Bay area, Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation was established to support the conservation of butterflies and
pollinators and the restoration of their natural wildlife habitats. By working globally with university research
partners, providing educational and research opportunities and community outreach programs, and through
multi-faceted fundraising efforts, the Foundation aims to elevate public awareness of the importance of
butterflies.
 
The Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation Inc., a 501(c)(3), is an affiliate of the Butterfly Conservatory of Tampa Bay.

Pardon Our Metamorphosis

Visit our temporary butterfly education exhibit during

Little Red Wagon Native Nursery’s normal business

hours while the Butterfly Conservatory is being

constructed. Enjoy live butterflies, their caterpillars

and chrysalis as well as a few native reptiles

Tuesdays through Sundays. While the education

exhibit is currently free, we do accept donations for

Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation for education,

research, habitat restoration and conservation for
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butterflies and native plants in our area. Please keep

visiting 
Butterfly Conservatory of Tampa Bay website for

updates regarding our Grand Opening.  For updates,

visit:

www.ButterflyTampa.com

Monthly Calendar of Events
April 1:   April Fools' Day
April 3:   World Aquatic Animal Day
April 5:   Great Day Live interview on CBS with Anita Camacho--Tune in at 9 a.m.
 

April 7:   World Health Day
April 11: National Pet Day
April 14: National Gardening Day--pick up Florida-native plants at LRWNN
April 17: Bat Appreciation Day, Easter Sunday--we will be open! 
April 20: National Volunteer Appreciation Day
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April 21: National Tea Day
April 22: Earth Day

April 22-30:  International Dark Sky Week
April 24:       Monarchs & Mimosas--in celebration of Earth Day
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Anita Camacho will be presenting Monarchs and brush-footed butterflies of Central Florida.   
This is an adults-only event.

$25.00

REGISTER NOW
 
April 26: Audubon Day, Zebra Longwing's 26th Anniversary
April 28: Admin. Professionals' Day
April 29: National Arbor Day 150th Anniversary

Visit Little Red Wagon Native Nursery

Little Red Wagon Native Nursery is Hillsborough County’s only native nursery. Supporting Florida’s native plant &
wildlife ecosystem and our natural world, we are located at 4113 Henderson Blvd. in South Tampa. 

 You can also visit us at LittleRedWagonNativeNursery.com
Email: Info@ButterflyTampa.com

Hours:  Tuesdays - Fridays 11-5:30, Saturdays 10-5:30 and Sundays 12-4. Closed Mondays.

This email was sent to [[contact.email]] because you've subscribed on our site or made a purchase.
Unsubscribe

Little Red Wagon Native Nursery @nurturenative
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